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Summary: The article explores the role and value of social institutions to
support young people with HIV/AIDS in Azerbaijan. It examines the
coordination of the state structures, health care organizations, non-
governmental institutions, and community initiatives to develop social,
psychological, and educational support for the affected youth. The article refers
to the necessity of intersectoral collaboration and demands a more inclusive,
youth-oriented social policy. The article is also sensitive to problems such as
public stigma, inefficient interinstitutional coordination and insufficient
professional training of social workers. Particular attention is given to the role
that education and awareness-raising campaigns play in reducing stigma and
fostering social inclusion of HIV-positive youth. The paper also points out
deficiencies in current social protection policies and suggests practical ways
toward better institutional collaboration. The present study underlines the
importance of the integration of youth perspectives in the design of national
programs and of creating mechanisms for participatory processes of decision-
making. As such, it mentions that long-term collaboration between public and
private actors may secure sustainability and effectiveness of initiatives assuring
social support with a view to improving the welfare of HIV-positive
adolescents.
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Introduction

For any society, the issue of how to provide support to vulnerable young
strata is a sign of its social maturity. One of the most complex and sensitive
issues in this area is the structuring of social work with young people suffering
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from HIV/AIDS. This issue is becoming increasingly real in Azerbaijan
because the quantity of registered cases of HIV infection among youth still
grows. State and non-state social institutions should take an essential role in
order to make such youth not isolated or marginalized but given health,
education, and social care. Recent epidemiological data indicate that HIV still
remains public health concern in Azerbaijan. In 2023 more than 7,000 people
are living with HIV in the country and approximately 20-22% of them are
young people aged 15-29. Moreover, in 2024 alone, about 430 new HIV cases
were registered, with one-third belonging to youth populations, demonstrating
that young people remain particularly vulnerable to the epidemic (Ministry of
Health of Azerbaijan, 2023; WHO, 2024).

The aim of the article is to analyze the system of institutions working with
HIV-positive young people in Azerbaijan, the intersectoral mechanism for
coordination, and the principal challenges and areas for improvement. It
underlines the intermediary agency of social institutions between the individual
and society and their capacity to guarantee inclusion and human dignity.

1. Social Institutions and Their Role in Social Support Systems

These social institutions can be defined as organized systems and
arrangements that attempt to respond to individuals' fundamental needs and
make society stable. For HIV/AIDS they consist of the family, education
system, health bodies, social services, and civil society. They all have varied
roles to shape attitudes, provide aid, and prevent social exclusion.

In Azerbaijan, Ministries of Health and Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection of the Population are fully responsible for the implementation of
HIV prevention and treatment measures. Hospital and health centers provide
medical treatment and consultation, while social service agencies deal with the
psychological and social problems of young people caused by the disease.
Schools and educational institutions are also actively involved: they prevent
discrimination among students by conducting information campaigns and
promote healthy ways of living.

Outside actors such as UNAIDS, UNICEF, and youth organizations
support the work of the state through peer counseling, training, and awareness
campaigns. This together facilitates living openly by HIVV/AIDS youth and in an
open society.

2. Mechanisms of Social Work with HIV-Positive Youth

Multi-sectoral coordination involving health, education, work, and
community development is necessary for social work among HIV-positive
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adolescents. The major aim of the work is to make adolescents psychologically
sound, socially active, and capable of achieving self-realization.

The social workers play a very crucial part in the process. Their functions
include case management, counseling of individuals, intervention for crisis, and
referral to other organizations if and when required. Professionalization of
social work in this sector has been ongoing in Azerbaijan step by step. There is
still a need for additional training courses on HIVV/AIDS matters per se.

Community-based support programs form another important aspect.
These programs, in the majority of cases, provide adolescents with secure
spaces wherein they can plead their case, build confidence and learn life skills.
Employment and educational opportunities also help them become members of
society, thereby ending dependency and marginalization.

Social work also depends on public awareness. Education programs and
campaigns must be incorporated into social policy to combat stigma and
discrimination. Combating stigma and discrimination is as important as
treatment by a doctor.

3. Problems and Challenges

Despite all of this, the support system based on institutions for HIV-
positive adolescents in Azerbaijan is far from perfect. The most frequent
problem is stigma. HIV/AIDS stereotypes lead to discrimination in schools,
workplaces, and even hospitals. It keeps the majority of adolescents away from
seeking help and keeps them isolated from society.

The second problem is of bad coordination among institutions. Although
the health system and the social protection system have the same goal, they do
not have good coordination among themselves in practice. There is no
information exchange and common models of service either, which would
increase the effectiveness of aid.

Ineffective professional training of social workers continues to be a
source of concern. The majority of professionals have general knowledge
regarding social work but no specialized skills in the case of HIV. Further,
funding NGO programs remains uncertain, thus limiting their ability to execute
long-term plans.

Finally, there is a lack of psychological support. Emotions, fear of
stigmatization, and relational problems are experienced by the majority of the
young people. They are elements that impose social isolation unless counseling
and social support from the community are instituted. Despite some progress,
the treatment and social care continuum remains insufficient. The antiretroviral
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therapy (ART) coverage among young people living with HIV in Azerbaijan is
estimated at only 60-65%, which is below the global average of 76%. The
limited treatment access is further complicated by the high prevalence of
stigma: more than half of HIV-positive youth report experiences of
discrimination in educational institutions or community settings, leading many
to avoid public services or hide their diagnosis (UNAIDS, 2023).

4. Perspectives and Recommendations

In order to strengthen the social work of Azerbaijan's HIV-positive youth,
a coordinated and holistic approach must be applied. First, the state and NGOs
must increase levels of cooperation. A coordinated system that integrates health
care, education, and social services would ensure greater coordination and
continuity of treatment.

Second, professional education and training of social workers must be
strengthened. Professional societies and universities can incorporate special
courses on HIV/AIDS, stigma reduction, and community empowerment into
their programs.

Third, public education campaigns must continue to battle prejudice and
misinformation. Media, youth organization, and influencer activities can have
an effect on more open-minded attitudes.

Fourth, more focus needs to be given to online and grass-roots efforts.
Online discussions, peer groups, and youth-initiated projects can build
connections and provide information accessible to youths.

Finally, state policies should ensure sustainable funding for HIV/AIDS
social programs. While advocating for local NGOs and community
participation, the government should make it easy for any young person,
regardless of health status, to be included and appreciated. To enhance the
coordinated response, efforts need to be made towards improving adolescent-
friendly health and psychosocial services. According to reports, about 70% of
new infections among youth are associated with heterosexual transmission, with
another about 24% linked to injection drug use; therefore, there is a need to
increase preventive education and harm-reduction programs for vulnerable
youth (Report.az, 2025).

Conclusion

Social institutions have the significant task of building a just and
compassionate society. Their contribution to the treatment of HIV/AIDS
youngsters in Azerbaijan is not only crucial for the concerned individuals but
also for the health and well-being of society in general. In spite of the
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monumental achievement, tangled issues such as stigma, lack of coordination,
and restricted professional capacity continue to hamper progress.

In order to undo these problems, there is a need for a well-coordinated

social policy that unites the efforts of health, education, and social protection
sectors. With increased collaboration, professionalization, and citizen
engagement, social institutions can be the pillars of the future of inclusiveness
where HIV/AIDS-infected children can live with dignity and equal opportunity.
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Riad 9liyev Zaur oglu

Azarbaycanda ITV/QICS-li ganclarin dastaklonmasinda
sosial institutlarin rolu

Xiilasa: Mogalodo Azorbaycanda HIV/QICS-o yoluxmus ganclori
dastoklomok figiin sosial institutlarin rolu vo doyari arasdirilir. O, taSire maruz
galan ganclars sosial, psixoloji va tohsil dastayini inkisaf etdirmok tigiin dovlat
strukturlariin, sohiyys toskilatlarinin, geyri-hokumat institutlariin vo icma
togabbiislarinin  olagealondirilmasini  arasdirir.  Mogalodo  sektorlararasi
omokdasligin zaruriliyindon bohs edilir vo daha inkliiziv, gonclor yoniimlii
sosial siyasat tolob olunur. Magalads ictimai stigma, samarasiz institutlararasi
koordinasiya, sosial iscilorin Kifayst godor pesokar hazirligi kimi problemlar do
hassasdir. Xiisusils, tohsil vo maariflondirma kampaniyalarinin HIV-pozitiv
gonclorin stigmasinin azaldilmasinda va sosial inteqrasiyasinin togviqindo
oynadigi rola digget yetirilir. Mogalodo homginin moévcud sosial miidafio
siyasatlorindoki ¢atigmazliglar qeyd olunur vo daha yaxsi institusional
omokdasliq tigiin praktik yollar toklif olunur. Bu todgiqat milli programlarin
dizayninda gonclorin perspektivlorinin integrasiyasinin vo qorar gobuletmo
proseslorinin istirak¢r mexanizmlarinin yaradilmasinin vacibliyini vurgulayir.
Belaliklo, dovlat vo 6zal sektor subyektlori arasinda uzunmiiddotli amokdasligin
HiV-pozitiv yeniyetmalorin rifahinin yaxsilasdiriimas:1 magsadilo sosial dostayi
tomin edan togabbiislorin davamliligini va effektivliyini tamin eds bilacayi geyd
olunur.

Acar sozlar: HIV/QICS, gonclor, sosial institutlar, sosial is, Azerbaycan,
integrasiya, dostok.

Puan Asmmes 3ayp oruibl

PoJib conuaJbHBIX HHCTUTYTOB B MOJAEPKKe MOJIO/ICIKH C
BHUY/CIIN/lom B A3epOaiixkane

Pe3rome: B crathe wuccnenyroTcss poiab M 3HAYEHHE COLMAIBHBIX
WHCTUTYTOB B TOJAJEPKKE MOJONbIX Jrojae, kuBymmx ¢ BUY/CIIU[om, B
Azepbaiimxane. PaccmarpuBaercs KOOPIUHALIMS JIeSITeIIbHOCTHU
rocyJapCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYP, OpraHu3aIui 31paBOOXPaHEHUS,
HEMPAaBUTEILCTBEHHBIX OpPraHW3alMii W  OOIIECTBEHHBIX WHUIIMATHB TIO
Pa3BUTHIO COIMATIBHOM, TCHXOJIOTHYECKON W 00pa30BaTeIbHON MOMJIEPIKKU
MOCTpaJiaBIIed MOJONEKHW. B cTathe TOBOPUTCA O HEOOXOIUMOCTH
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MEXCEKTOPAIBHOTO COTPYJAHUYECTBA U HEOOXOIUMOCTH pa3paboTku Oosee
VHKJIFO3UBHOM, OPUEHTHUPOBAHHOM Ha MOJIOAEKb COLMAIbHOW IOJUTHKU. B
CTaThe TaKXKE pPACCMATPHUBAIOTCS TaKUe MPOOJIEMBbl, Kak OOIIEeCTBEHHAS
CTUTMaTu3anus, HedPPEKTUBHASS MEXKBEIOMCTBECHHAS  KOOPAMWHAIUSA U
HeJocTaTouHas TpodeccHoHallbHAS IMOATOTOBKA COIMATBHBIX PaOOTHUKOB.
Ocoboe BHHUMaHHE YACISICTCS POJIM O00pa30BaTEIbHBIX M HHGOPMAIIMOHHO-
MPOCBETUTEIBCKUX KaMIIAaHU B CHW)KEHUU CTUIMATHU3allUM W COJICUCTBUU
conurabHON uHTerparun BUY-undunupoBannoit mosioaexu. B cratee Takke
OTMEYAIOTCSl HEJAOCTATKU B JACHCTBYIONIEH MOJUTHUKE COLIMAIBHON 3alIUTHI U
MpEeAJIaraloTCsl MPAKTUYECKUE IMYTU K YIYUYIIEHUI0 HMHCTUTYLIMOHAJIBbHOTO
B3aUMOJICHCTBUSA. B HacTosieM HCClIeIOBaHUM TMOJYEPKUBACTCA BaXHOCTD
ydeTa HMHTEPECOB MOJIOACKHU MpPH pa3pabOTKe HAIMOHAIBHBIX MPOTpaMM M
CO3/JIaHUsI MEXaHU3MOB JIJISl YYaCcTHs B IIPOLIECCAX MPUHSITHS pelieHuil. B cBsizu
C OTUM B HEM YINOMHHAETCS, YTO JOJIFOCPOYHOE COTPYIHHYECTBO MEXKITY
rOCyIapCTBEHHbIMU U  YaCTHBIMH  CYOBEKTaMH  MOXKET  00ecleyuTh
yCTOHYMBOCTh M 3(()EKTUBHOCT, MHUIIMATUB, TAPAHTHUPYIOIIUX COIHAIBHYIO
MOAMEPXKKY B LesIX yiydiieHus Onarononyuuss BUY-unbuumpoBaHHBIX
MOAPOCTKOB.

KuaroueBbie ciaoBa: BUY/CIIN/, momonmexs, couuanpHas paboTa,
CTUTMa, HHKJTI03Us, A3epOaiipkaH, oIIepKKa
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